THE COVER LETTER
Witten by

Jam C. Johnson

Based on an Actual Application



FADE | N:
| NT. HOVE OFFI CE - DAY

A polished and poised JAM JOHNSON sits at her | aptop,
shaki ng off nerves. She cracks her knuckles then starts to
type. Wrds pop onto the screen, reflecting her thoughts.

JAM (V.Q)
Dear Hiring Managers, | would like to

express ny interest in the witing
position at...

Jam stops typing and pounds the backspace key repeatedly.
Words di sappear off the screen. She sits back pensively.

JAM (V.Q)
Dear Hiring Managers...

CUT TO
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

A MONTACE of dozens of mean, scary-|ooking | NDIVIDUALS
fl ashes, landing on a GROUP OF KI ND- LOOKI NG HI RI NG MANAGERS

BACK TO
| NT. HOVE OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Jam resunes furiously typing. Wrds reappear on the screen.
JAM ( CONT' D)

Dear Hiring Managers... Wen was the
|ast tinme you took a chance?

| NTERCUT - HOME OFFI CE/ CONFERENCE ROOM

H RI NG MANAGER #1
A chance? You nean on a candi date?

JAM
Exactly. \When was the last tinme you
took a chance on a bright, curious,
har d- wor ki ng i ndi vi dual who --

H RI NG MANAGER #2
~ (dryly) _
Bi xby. We took a chance on Bi xby.

SMASH CUT:



| NT. CUBI CLE - DAY

Bl XBY (25) is a unkenpt, creative type. She smles and waves
enthusiastically fromher grossly cluttered workstation. On
the desk, a grizzled CH HUAHUA grow s with hackl es rai sed.

Bl XBY CHI HUAHUA
Don't worry, he won't bite! Grrr... (attacks and
| aunches midair) RRRARF

BACK TO
| NTERCUT - HOME OFFI CE/ CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

JAM
Uh, OK. Well, I'"mnot Bixby.

H RI NG MANAGER #2
Yes, but you can see why we are a
little gunshy about taking chances.

JAM
Sure, | can see that. But, what | also
know i s that your conpany is all about
risk as long as it denonstrates
i ngenuity, insight, and purpose.

H RI NG MANACER #3
Keep tal ki ng.

JAM
Sure, ny candidacy mght be a little
unusual . I'ma recent college grad,
yet I"'mnot 22. |1've had a prior

career in the corporate world, and now
" mexploring a transition.

The Hring Managers shift in their seats, intrigued.

JAM (CONT' D)

Actually, I mght argue that ny
experience enhances ny talents. It
stokes ny inner drive. It feeds ny
curiosity... and divergent thinking.
It infornms ny ability to solve

probl ens, to strategize, and to play
well with others, to see the little
details as well as the big picture.

Jam | engthens her spine confidently, straightening her spine
to the full glory of a five-foot-nothing stature.



JAM ( CONT' D)

consi der ed.

H RI NG MANAGER #1
Vell... we've never had anyone send a
script as a cover letter before.

H RI NG MANAGER #2
No. Never.

JAM
| appreciate your consideration..

Back on the conputer screen, words appear as Jam types.

JAM (V.Q)
(si ngsong)
And | | ook forward sharing how ny
skills, talents, and passions would
contribute to your team Sincerely,
Jam .

Jam beans. She triunphantly whirls around in her chair after
hitting the final keystrokes with a flourish.

JAM
Submt application... and... |'m done!

A puzzled | ook grows. She taps her teeth with a pencil.
JAM (CONT' D)
(itnquisitively, to herself)

| wonder... what would a character
cal l ed Bi xby even nane a dog?

SVASH CUT:
| NT. CUBI CLE - DAY

Bi xby' s hi deous Chi huahua stri kes an adorable pose with a
qui zzical look, tilting its head beseechingly.

BLACK SCREEN



